
 

Active Voice tackles social issues through the creative use of film. We believe that real progress requires real connection, and that 
film has a unique power to bring people together in meaningful ways. Every day Active Voice helps filmmakers, funders and 

communities start the conversations and relationships that lead to lasting, measurable change. www.activevoice.net 

 

 
How to Use Film 

 
Active Voice specializes in using narrative and documentary films to bring people together and 
inspire problem solving, spark sustainable relationships and generate collective action. Featuring 
compelling characters, the films we work with shine light on social issues with nuance and 
complexity. High production value, well-known directors, national distribution and the potential 
for greater visibility amplify the effectiveness of these films as tools for social issue organizations 
seeking to take their work to a new level. Below are a few examples of what film can do for you, 
from feature-length film screenings to flexible clips and segments for more targeted purposes: 
 

 Heighten Visibility Among Key Audiences: Hosting a screening of a high-profile film can 
raise your organization’s visibility among donors, funders, potential members and clients, 
policymakers and the community at-large.  

 Raise Awareness: A film that invites viewers to walk in someone else’s shoes can help raise 
awareness of the issues you work on every day. Even if the film doesn’t touch upon exactly 
what you do, you can always offer a discussion afterwards that helps frame the film within 
the specific context of your work and your community.  

 Expand Your Network: Hosting a screening or promoting a compelling online film clip with a 
clear call-to-action can attract new potential members and supporters for your work. Active 
Voice particularly loves working with films that have the ability to engage people “beyond 
the choir” by tapping into values and characters that people of differing perspectives can 
relate to. 

 Build Coalitions: If you’re looking to engage with other organizations or sectors, a film can 
be a great way to help people come together and identify shared goals. You can organize a 
coalition-building gathering by hosting a small, private screening or inviting other 
organizations to co-host a public screening with you.  

 Give Voice to the Community: A film screening held in a safe space can be an excellent 
platform for community members to share their own stories and voice their opinions.   

 Enhance Training & Professional Development: Most social issue films have implications for 
all sorts of practitioners, such as educators, lawyers, social service providers and people in 
healthcare. Showing a film or film clips can be a great way to train practitioners, volunteers 
and others in your field, and can even inspire them to view or do their work differently. 

 Attract New Fans on Social Media: Good content can drive social media engagement. Using 
clips from an upcoming film can encourage your fans to like, share and start conversations 
about your work. 

 Invigorate Your Issues: Using film clips in presentations, board meetings and webinars can 
bring your issues to life and engage your audience in a fresh way. 


